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Toronto,May 9th.1917. 
President R.A.Falconer, 
University of Toronto, 
Toronto, Ont. 
Dear President Falconer: - 

I am present trying to arrange a suitable 
urriculum for our Four Year course,and thinking that certain lines 
of Literature;Political Ecomony;Ecomomics and the like would finally 

enable us to turn out a more useful type of citizen as well as a 
better educated Veterinarian than seems possible under our present 
system of education. To start things agoing I had 
Mr.Cudmore,and requested him to draw up a synopsis of é Line of studies 
to answer our purpose. I herewith enclose a copy of Mr.C's commun- 
ication to me,and may say,that with some modifications,I think it 

will suit the purpose for a beginning. My intention is to put the 
studies referred to into our regular. and required course of the lst. 
and 2nd.years. 

I am also hoping that the Governors and Senate 
of the University can be prevailed upon to accept the course mentioned 
in lieu of the present subjects required for Veterinary Matriculatinn, 
providing they are completed before the beginning ‘of our 4rd. 
and other standings come up yo your requirements. 

Hoping to hear from you 
I am 


Yours faithfully 
(U | 
© AAS oa: 
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Principal, 
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115 Howland Ave, Toronto 
oO 
\Cofiry J Ap1.19.1917. 
E.A.A.Grange ,isq.M.S.,V.8. 
Ontario Veterinary College. 
Toronto. 
Dear Sir:- 

In connection with the proposed changes in the curriculum 
of the Ontario Veterinary College,and as a result of my experience 
as an instructor there during the past six or seven years,I beg to 
submit the following observations on the non-professional, as distin- 
guished from the professional,requirements for the diploma of the 
college and the degree of the University. 

At the present time the curriculum in non-professional 
subjects,reguired by the University of Toronto for entrance to the 
course for the degree of Bachelor of Veterinary Science,and taken by 
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only @ small percentage of the students of the Ontario Veterinary 
y g& 
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College, embraces the following subjects of the regular Junior 
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Matriculation examination:- 


( 1) English Literature 
( 2 ) English Composition 
( 3 ) British and Canadian History 


) Ancient Greek and Roman History 
Arithmetic 


Algebra 
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Chemistry of the first year professional 
course,accepted as the equivalent of the 
Chemistry of Junior Matriculation. 

Of the foregoing subjects, Algebra and Ancient History do not, 
it seems to me,sufficiently approve themselves as likely to be useful 
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the student in his subsequent life. Certainly I should not consider 
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it advisable faureauire every student entering the College to pursue 
the study of thesé subjects. They should not’ be compulsory. 

Algebra the student will have,and knows that he will have, 
practically no occasion in his later life. Further the subject,to 
be of real benefit to the student,requires.a greater expenditure ef 
time and effort than the man who is at the same time taking a heavy 
professional course,can afford to devote to it. 

Ancient History,again,is of little use to the students, 
because,except in very exceptional cases,they have no reading knowledge, 
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and Greek languages, 
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The history of Greece and Rome should be studied side by side with 
the language and literature. Where these cannot be studied,it is 
scarcely worth while to taach the history. Valuable as the subject 
of Ancient History may be in the regular Junior Matriculation course, 
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where Greek may be and Latin must be studied,in the Veterinary College 
it is not so valuable as a p eee ible substitute. "The good is the 
enemy of the best." 

We must remember,it seems to me,that while the Junior 
Matriculation examination,as it exists to-day,is primarily intended 
as a half-way testing house in the educational life of those fortunate 
persons who are graduated from our Universities in the faculty of Arts, 
and serves this purpose very well, it is not necessarily the proper 
test to be applied to students who have all too little time to spare 
for a general education,and must adequately prepare themselves to earn 
a living in a profession. What these men need is an education which 

will enable them to express themselves more adequately and to unde 

stand more completely the world in which they have to live. 

Tried by this test, Algebra and Ancient History should. I 


submit,be eliminated. The other subjects. English Literature, English 


Composition,Arithmetic,British and Canadian History,should ,on the 
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other hand,be retained,as necessary parts of the educational equipment 
of every, educated citizen. 

What subjects: if any,should be substituted for those given 
up? In answering this question we must remember that these subjects 
are,under the proposed scheme,to be required from all students of the 
College instead of from a minority. they must,therefore, justify 
themselves to the common sense of the average thinking student. 

First. I should desire,to increase the amount of English 
Literature required and to devote more time to a study of Engli 
prose,in an attempt to give the students an interest in literature 
and to improve their own methods of expression. 

Secondly. I should like to see the study of Latin and Greek 
roots introduced as an aid to the professional work. As every student 
of Latin and Greek knows,it is possible to understand and to use 


,innumerable scientific terms when one is familiar with the root 
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which they are derived. This study would greatly increase the 
scientific vocabulary at the command of the student, whereas now when 


he omanS a scientific book,he too often loses himself ina mass of 
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Thirdly,- and this I am led to propose at the suggestion of 
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the late Dr.C.C.James - I believe that the subject of Economics already 
required as a subject from the students of the Ontario Agricultural 
College, should also be required at the Veterinary College as a 
compulsory subject. The’ cou that would be given in this subject 
would be along the lines of that writteb by me for the Shaw corres- 
pondence school,and now extensively used throughout the country in 
training bank clerks and others in economics. I believe that the 
subject can be taught sufficiently simply and practically to appeal 
to the average student who comes to the college,and to enable him to 
become a leader of thought in the solution of the economic problems 
which may face the community in which his lot may be cast. For proof 
of this’I submit. to you a copy of my.. book’. 

(Instruction in Economics is outlined in the curriculum for 
1916-17 of the Guelph Agricultural College,as being given in the 
second,third and fourth years of the course for the degree of B.sS.Ay 
The curriculum for these three years will be found on pages 47,55 and 
61 respectively of the calendar for 1916-17. From this it appears 
that agricultural economics are predominantly studied. In the proposed 
course here emphasis would be laid upon the general economic inter- 
dependence of civilised mankind.) 

Other less practically useful subjects might be mentioned, 
but the time it will be possible for students carrying on professional 
subjects,must always be limited,and 1t would be a great mistake to 
increase the number of subjects taught at the expense of thoroughness 
in teaching. 

I believe that the foregoing suggestions would,if adopted, 
broaden and deepen the intellectual life of the College,and would, 
even from the narrow professional point of view, age be of great 


benefit to the student. 


I have the honour to remain,Sir, 


your obedient servant, 


( Sea.) S.A.Cudmore. 


